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 PRESS RELEASE 
 Marine Expedition Confirmed to help implement the Samoa Ocean Strategy 

 An  initial  meeting  between  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  &  Environment  (MNRE),  Ministry  of 
 Agriculture  &  Fisheries  (MAF)  and  the  National  University  of  Samoa  (NUS),  through  their 

 partnership  with  the  Conservation  International  (CI)  and  Waitt  Institute,  was  conducted  on  the  26  th 

 July  2022,  to  discuss  the  Marine  Research  Expedition  for  Samoa,  expected  to  take  place  in  September 
 2022. 

 This  Expedition  provides  an  opportunity  for  Samoa  to  collect  and  update  information  to  address  data 
 gaps  on  our  coastal  and  marine  environment.  It  specifically  supports  one  of  the  strategic  priorities  on 
 ‘Research  and  Data  Collection’  in  the  nation’s  framework  –  the  Samoa  Ocean  Strategy  (SOS)  –  to 
 protect  30%  of  our  oceans,  under  the  Integrated  Management  Solution  (IMS)  4  –  to  improve  scientific 
 research, data collection and monitoring within our oceans. 

 This  meeting  is  expected  to  finalize  the  research  sites  &  objectives,  together  with  confirming  the  local 
 Expedition  Science  Team.  The  data  anticipated  to  be  collected  from  this  Expedition,  through 
 biodiversity  assessments,  vary  from  fish  populations,  reef  habitats,  coral  coverage  percentage, 
 seamounts habitat areas and physical properties of resources available in our marine environment. 

 In  addition  to  this,  the  data  collected  from  this  research  will  help  fill  in  the  gaps  and  update  science 
 based information for the sustainable management of Samoa’s fisheries and marine resources. 

 About the Samoa Ocean Strategy: 
 The  Samoa  Ocean  Strategy  ,  or  SOS,  is  the  na�onal  policy  framework  that  seeks  to  sustainably  manage  Samoa’s 
 vast  ocean  and  marine  resources  for  the  well-being  of  all  Samoans  now,  and  into  the  future.  The  SOS  provides 
 bold  and  comprehensive  integrated  ocean  management  solu�ons  that  will  advance  ocean  stewardship  and 
 ensure  the  cultural  and  the  economic  values  that  Samoans  derive  from  their  120,000  square  kilometer  ocean 
 are  preserved  for  genera�ons  to  come.  For  more  informa�on  visit  h�ps://www.samoaocean.org/  or  follow  us 
 at  h�ps://www.facebook.com/samoaoceanstrategy/ 

https://www.samoaocean.org/
https://www.sprep.org/sites/default/files/documents/publications/samoa-ocean-strategy-management.pdf
https://www.samoaocean.org/
https://www.facebook.com/samoaoceanstrategy/


 For more information, please contact: 
 MNRE  : 

 -  Seumaloisalafai Afele Faiilagi, Assistant Chief Executive Officer  afele.faiilagi@mnre.gov.ws 
 -  Taiatu Maria Satoa, Principal Marine Biodiversity Conservation Officer  maria.satoa@mnre.gov.ws 

 (+685 67200) 
 MAF: 

 -  Su’a Sapeti Ti’iti’i, Principal Fisheries Officer  sapeti.tiitii@maf.gov.ws  (+685 20369) 
 CI: 

 -  Danita Strickland, Marine Program Manager  dstrickland@conservation.org  (+685 21593) 
 NUS: 

 -  Tuifuisaa Patila Amosa, Dean of Faculty of Science  p.amosa@nus.edu.ws 
 -  Galumalemana Fa’ainuseiamalie Latu, Head of Department - Science  f.latu@nus.edu.ws  (+685 20072) 

mailto:f.latu@nus.edu.ws

